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NEWSLETTER 
 

Old Park Primary School Newsletter  June 2017 

Calendar at a Glance! 
Fri 16th June 2017 3.45pm—5.30pm Summer Fayre 

Mon 19th June 2017 9.15am Reception to Year 1 Parents Transition Meeting 
1.00pm Year 6 Leavers Photographs 

Tues 20th June 2017 2T & part of 2R Sealife Centre trip 

Wed 21st June 2017 2E & part of 2R Sealife Centre trip 
1.00pm Open the Book (Years 4,5&6) 
2.00pm RB Reading Picnic 

Thurs 22nd June 2017 9.15 Years 3 & 4 Sports Day 
1.15pm Years 5 & 6 Sports Day 
2.00pm RJ Reading Picnic 

Fri 23rd June 2017 Pirate Day 

Fri 30th June 2017 Year 5 Safeside trip 

It’s been a very busy Summer Term already.  A huge thanks to staff, parents and 
pupils for successful sports events for Nursery, Reception and Years 1&2.  Years 3 
& 4 and years 5 & 6 events have been rescheduled - see calendar below.   

New to this newsletter is our ‘Star Pupil’.  We have included this feature 
following parent suggestions.  Teachers will celebrate an individual 
child from each class (see page 2).   

We have many exciting events planned for the remainder of the year so 
remember to check your planner, emails and text messages.   

This issue of our newsletter sees updates from our school council pupils on page 4 
and news about our sensory room project on page3. 

 

School Council Thank you  

The School Council over the year have raised money through selling stationery at the 

school shop, selling raffle tickets at the Halloween and Easter disco’s. We are pleased 

to announce that we will be buying quiet zone activities for the new zones for children 

to play together. These will consist of reading books, Top Trumps, Uno and snap just to 

name a few. We would like to thank the Lunchtime Supervisors for their hard work and 

all the children at Old Park who have been the student voice for playtime change. 

Thank you to all children who have bought a raffle ticket, stationery item from the 

school shop, as we as a School Council can now buy new equipment for our school for 

everyone to enjoy. 

 
Written by the School Council 
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Star Pupil 

Class Star Pupil  

Nursery AM Ellie F She has worked really hard to improve her 
phonics and letter writing skills.   

Nursery PM Yu Chen Z He has been working really hard to improve his 
phonics and letter writing. 

RJ Jensen H He made an excellent start to his time at Old 
Park. 

RB McKenzie R He is trying really hard with his writing and 
being helpful to others in class. 

1AP Zoey B For demonstrating excellent writing skills.   

1LP Macie W For working on her times tables challenges and 
trying to improve her handwriting. 

2R Kabria H She has shown a lot of kindness to other pupils 
and assisted them in making the right choices. 

2T Seren F 
Achieving her 600m, 800m & 1000m swimming 
certificates in one night.  She swam 43 lengths 

non stop! 

2E William P 
He is always enthusiastic about his learning and 

is always kind and helpful.  Mr Evans always 
enjoys reading his stories. 

3S Lily R 
Consistently being a super role model for the 

class.  She has an outstanding attitude to 
learning and is always willing to take on a new 

challenge.  

3C Holly E 
For being incredibly caring towards people in 
class, being very positive and always working 

hard.  

4C Harrison H 
For making lots of friends at his new school and 
trying his best in all subjects.  He is very helpful 

to pupils and staff. 

4S Isla S 
A team player at all times.  Always helpful, 

thoughtful and looks out for everyone in her 
class.  A really good friend to all and a great 

role model.  

5W Sean F Working hard and always trying his best 
especially in English.  

5H Ava RD 
For having so much enthusiasm in everything 

she tackles and for making her class mates and 
teachers laugh. 

6F Faye B 
For her positive attitude towards everything 
thrown at her.  She always has a smile on her 

face. 

6M Asia C 
For having an outstanding attitude, exemplary 

behaviour and for always focussing on her 
learning.    
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Our names are Alfie, Billy-Joe, Kyle, Dylan, Billy and Jake.  This term, we have 
been given the task to decorate our school’s sensory room.  The sensory room is 
used by children who have sensory needs but also by children who need a quiet 
and calm space during the day. 
 
We have decided to re-decorate the sensory room and have designed a sea-
themed room.  However, we need your help.  We have been given a small budget 
to resource this project however we are asking families to donate items for the 
sensory room to make it the best it can be. 
 
If you have any of the following items at home and you would like to donate to 
our project, please pass these items onto your child’s class teacher or to Mrs 
Pearce: 
 
Sea-themed toys  
Kinetic sand 
Spare materials/sheets 
Fluorescent materials, toys or objects 
Light up toys (including sensory lamps or bubble lamps) 
Bubbles and balloons 
Multi-sensory objects (including spiky balls, squishy toys, chunky jewellery or 

beads) 
Musical toys or instruments 
 
We will be taking photos of the project and will be sharing these in the newsletter 
and on our website. 
 
We have also written to Ikea to ask for sensory room donations.  We will let you 
know if we are successful.  

Sensory Room Project 
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Update - Written by the School Council 
This term has seen a big change in our typical lunchtime routines. We were tired of making up our 
own games, forgetting the rules and with no structure; we became bored and needed a change.  

Therefore, we decided to think ‘out of the box!’  

 

The Lunchtime Supervisors put their thinking caps on and we now have a ‘zoned’ playground.  

Zoning the playground has made a big change to how lunchtimes are, everyone is doing something, 
no one is ever on their own and we are doing something active.  

 

We have four zones and each year phase have different activities to play and do depending on their 
age, for example we get to be part of a team in playing Rounders, practising our hand eye 
coordination skills with catching games, participating in relays and races.  

 

As this is a new change, we know not every day, that all children want to participate in the above 
zones.  

 

Therefore, we have a quiet zone, where we can sit quietly and chat with our friends.  

As a School Council, we have seen this term, children being happier, participating and being a team 
player but most importantly, we have had no red cards or friendship fallouts because everyone is 
active and participating.  

 

This has really changed our wellbeing at school and we feel the zoning has helped contribute to this, 
we are ready to learn, participate more in active activities and feel we have used our energy well.  

As a School Council we wanted a calm start to the afternoon and we have a selection of whole class 
techniques that we participate in everyday before afternoon lessons.  

 

Our Teachers and Lunchtime Supervisors lead us through scripted mindfulness, peer massage and 
mindfulness colouring sessions, making the class feel focused and ready for the afternoon ahead.  

Zoning and mindfulness has really made playtime enjoyable again. We have a choice, structure and 
we are all active there is no upset, falling out or misunderstandings. We get on, play together and 
enjoy the changes that Old Park have made to our lunchtimes.  

 

This is what our children think of the new Zoning and Mindfulness changes at lunchtime: 

‘Zoning is allowing children to appreciate being patient and taking turns.’ Year 6  

‘This idea has stopped arguing, falling out and first aid problems.’ Year 6 

‘It’s a great way to get children to enjoy and learn new activities.’ Year 5  

 ‘I’m really enjoying the new activities and getting along with my friends better.’ Year 4  

‘I really like the choice I have at playtime. I can choose to be quiet or to be active.’ Year 3   

 

School Council contributors to the Newsletter:  

Aaryan 2T, Laura 2T, Josie 2R, Freya 2F, Isaak 4S, Isla 4S, Sharanpreet 5H, Lily Mae 3C 
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Goodbye 

We’re sad to have said goodbye to the following members of staff: 

Chris Light who is our Sports Coach.  We wish him all the best in the future.   

Steve Timbrell who is our Site Manager Assistant.  We wish Steve all the 
best in his new position.   

Victoria Wallace who is a learning support in year 2.  We wish her all the best in her new 
position. 

Kim Roberts, who works in the school office will be leaving us this half-term.   Kim has been 
at Old Park for 16 Years and will be greatly missed.  We wish you all the best in the future 
Kim.  

Amy Howard who is a learning support in year 2.  We wish her all the best in her new 
position.  

Goodbye 

Welcome 

We would like to welcome Sarah Weston who will be teaching at Old Park.  
To find out more about Mrs Weston look at our spotlight on page 7   

Welcome 

General Reminders 
Litter 

We have had reports of litter being dropped in local gardens.  Please 

be mindful of our neighbours and use the bins around the school 

premises or keep your rubbish until you get home.  Thank you.   

Ramadan 

It is currently the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.  Ramadan ends with Eid al-
fitr, the festival of the breaking of the fast.  Many of our families are observing 
Ramadan.  We would like to invite parents to support the school in developing a 
fasting policy for the school.   If you are interested in support us please phone 
the school office or email school.office@oldpark.sandwell.sch.uk.   The first 
meeting for the working party will be on Wednesday 5th July 2017 at 9.15am.  

To ensure the group is workable we will invite the first 4 parents that express 
an interest.   

Thanks for your support.   
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Enrichment Activities (Clubs) 

  Club  
Year 

group 
Time 

Mon 
Year 5 / 6 Football 

Football Fitness 

Dizzy Diamonds 

Years 5 & 6 

Years 3 & 4 

Reception 

3.30pm - 4.40pm (full) 

3.30pm - 4.40pm  

3.30pm—4.30pm (full) 

Tue 

Sunflowers 

Recorders 

Sunflowers 

Games Club 

Dizzy Diamonds 

Year 1 

 

Year 2 

Years 3 & 4 

Reception 

12.30pm - 1.00pm (full) 

12.30pm - 1.00pm 

3.30pm - 4.30pm (full) 

3.30pm - 4.40pm (full) 

3.30pm—4.30pm (full) 

Wed 
Choir 

Minecraft 

Years 3,4,5 & 6 

Years 5 

12.00—12.30 pm 

12.00—1.00pm  (full) 

Thu 

The Problem solvers 

Computers 

Computers 

Table Tennis 

 

Years1,2 &3 

Years 4 - 6 

Years 2-6 

Years 3-5 

12.00pm-12.30pm (full) 

12.00pm - 12.30pm (full) 

3.30pm - 4.30pm (full) 

3.30 pm—4.30pm (Full) 

Fri 
Dance 

Handbells 

Year 6 

Year 6 

12.00pm - 12.30pm (full) 

2.40pm—3.20pm 

To register your child’s interest in joining a club you will need complete our “Enrichment 

Activities Form” which can be found on our website www.oldparkprimary.com (under parents | 

Clubs) 

House Attendance - May  

Dragons 96.9% 

Eagles 96.5% 

Lions 96% 

Sharks 94.9% 

Winners are: 

House points will also be awarded to the 
House with the best attendance 

Dragons 

http://www.oldparkprimary.com/parents/clubs/
http://www.oldparkprimary.com/parents/clubs/


 

Dream, believe, inspire, achieve.  7 | Page 

Spotlight on . . .  

Miss Judd 

Reception Teacher 

Favourite subject: Art 

My favourite teacher at school: Mr Kenny 

Proud Moments: Having my daughter, Isla 

Pets: Baiiley a dog who is very naughty 

Hobbies: Seeing family and friends and swimming. 

Favourite Film: Love Actually 

Favourite Music: Beyonce 

Favourite TV programme: The Chase 

Favourite Book: I love reading Julia Donaldson books with my 
daughter.  Especially ‘stick man’. 

Mrs Weston 

KS2 Teacher with Performing Arts & Music responsibility 

Favourite subject: Music  

My favourite teacher at school: Mrs Oliver – my form tutor & 

English teacher 

Proud Moments: Receiving my GCSE results – receiving my 

degree – My wedding day and producing and choreographing my 

first musical  

Pets: Two goldfish called Blossom & Bubbles 

Hobbies: Playing/listening to music, cinema, spending time with family, 

traveling.  

Favourite Film: Saving Private Ryan 

Favourite Music: Coldplay  

Favourite TV programme: Orange is the new black. 

Favourite Book: Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets  



 

 

Dream, believe, inspire, achieve.  8 | Page 

Celebrations for June! 
Please can you share your photo’s artefacts and stories.  We can then 
display them on our Religious Celebration board.   

Celebrations for the month of June are: 

Pentecost  Sunday 4th June 2017 
 Shavuot is a Jewish festival.  It is also known as the Festival of 

Weeks.   
 Shavuot is when Jews give thanks for the first fruits of the year. 
 Shavuot also marks the time when Moses received the Torah on 

Mount Sinai.  It’s a time to give thanks for the Holy Book and to 
study its texts. 

Trinity Sunday - Sunday 11th June 2017 
 Trinity Sunday is the Sunday after Pentecost when Christians 

celebrate the beliefe in three aspects of one God - Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. 

 Trinity Sunday was instituted by Pope Gregory IX in 828CE 
 Trinity Sunday is known for being the only major Christian 

festival that celebrates a Church doctrine rather than an event in 
its history.   

Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev - Friday 16th June 2017 
 Guru Arjan Dev was the fifth of the ten Sikh Gurus and the first 

Sikh martyr.  
 He laid the foundations of the Golden Temple (Harmandir Sahib) 

in Amritsar, India and gave it four doors to symbolise acceptance 
of all people. 

 He compiled the previous Gurus’ writings into one book which 
formed the basis of the Guru Granth Sahib (Sikh Holy Book). 

Summer Solstice or Midsummer - Wednesday 21st June 2017 
 Summer Solstice Pagasns celebrate Midsummer or Litha, which 

means ‘standing still of the sun’.  It’s the longest day of the year.   
 Pagans are in awe of the sun and its creative power.  
 In England many Pagans and non-Pagans visit ancient religious 

sites like Stonehenge and Avebury to see the sunrise at Summer 
Solstice.    

Ratha Yatra -  Thursday 25th June 2017 
 Ratha Yatra means ‘chariot festival’ and is a Hindu festival 

traditionally celebrated in Orissa State on the East Coast of 
India. 

 Statues of the Hindu gods Jagannatha, Baladeva and Subhadra, 
are taken from the Temples and pulled on chariots through the 
streets, accompanied by crowds of people and loud music.   

Ramadan - Friday 26th May - Saturday 24th June 2017 
 Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic calendar and is a time of 

fasting and spiritual renewal. 
 According to the Koran, the Prophet Muhammad received the first 

revelations of the Koran during Ramadan.   
 During Ramadan Muslims are required to fast and refrain from 

other activities.   
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THE PATCH NEWS 
The Patch Day Nursery News 

To contact the Patch Day 
Nursery regarding any of 

the information on this 
page please ring 0121 

526 2669 and then press 
1 for the Patch 

The Patch Out of School Club 

 

As many of you may know we currently run Oak Tree Owls Out of school club. From September 
2017 we will have vacancies and we are now taking bookings. 

If you are interested in receiving more details in regards to the activities and charges please 
either pop into The Patch Day Nursery, email the.patch@oldpark.sandwell.sch.uk or call us on 
the number above. 

 

The Patch Day Nursery 

 

We also have vacancies in our Pre School room from September 2017. If you have or know 
anyone who is looking for a place for their Pre school child (3 to 5 years ) please contact us on 
the number above or the.patch@oldpark.sandwell.sch.uk for further information. 

mailto:the.patch@oldpark.sandwell.sch.uk
mailto:the.patch@oldpark.sandwell.sch.uk

