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NEWSLETTER
Old Park Primary School Newsletter September  2018

Calendar at a Glance!

Thursday 13th September
Friday 14th September 
Tuesday 18th September 
Friday 21st September 
Tuesday 25th September 
Friday 28th September 
Monday 1st October 
Wednesday 3rd October 
Friday 5th October 

Frank Chapman meeting for parents 3.30pm
Training Day - School closed to pupils
Reception admission meeting 9.15am (2019 starters)
Jeans for Genes day non-uniform 50p donation
Artefacts Theatre Performance Year 1 - Year 6
MacMillan Coffee afternoon 
Book Fayre Monday - Friday
Parent Workshop Year 4 (2.30pm)
Class Assembly 6M (2.45pm)

SS12A forms and 
One-off Annual Consent 
forms are being sent out 
shortly and we would 
appreciate if they were 
returned before the 13th 
September 2018.

School Fund 
School fund allows us to 
provide your child with 
extra experiences and 
resources to enhance 
their learning, like the 
theatre visit this month. 
This can be paid via 
school comms 
(gateway). Thank you.

Dear Parents,

Welcome back. We hope you all had a relaxing and fun filled break.  The 
children have returned to school full of enthusiasm, we are all looking 
forward to an exciting and successful year ahead.

I would like to extend a special welcome to the new families that have 
joined us this year.  We hope that you quickly get to know everyone and 
soon become accustomed to our routines.  Please do not hesitate to call 
into the school office if there is anything you are unsure of.

Thank you parents/carers for supporting us in ensuring high standards.The 
children all look really smart and have come to school with the correct 
equipment and a positive attitude.

Old Park Primary School Website
Our website can be found at www.oldparkprimary.com
If you click on the News & Events page you will find an up to date annual 
calendar.  This calendar contains the term dates, training days and other 
events.  Occasionally dates change due to circumstances beyond our 
control.  Please check the calendar regularly.

We would like to welcome our new staff to the Old Park team.
Mrs Taylor - Reception Miss Ward - Year 1
Miss Smith - Year 4 Miss Payne - Year 5

We are saying goodbye and good luck to the following staff who left in July.
Mr Seale
Mrs Massop
Miss L Brazier (Patch)
Miss R Hand (Patch)
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Parking and driving near school during drop off and 
collection.

It’s the start of a new year and we are hoping that all parents will 
begin the academic year with a considerate attitude to parking and 
driving around school.  You may have noticed our little traffic 
wardens on Old Park Rd reminding motorists to drive and park with 
care.  If you need an ‘I Am Considerate’ car sticker then please ask 
at reception. Here are a few ways you can ensure all pupils and 
their families remain safe during busy times.

● Set out in good time.
● Park away from the school and walk (this will give you a few 

minutes of exercise too).
● Never park on the pavement or on double yellow or school 

zig zag lines.
● Drive slowly being aware that children are crossing.
● Avoid driving past the school on Old Park Rd at peak times.
● Do not park causing an obstruction for pedestrians.
● Do not park on a corner.
● Do not block school entrances and residential driveways.

Thank you for your support.

Walking Wednesday

Please join us to make Wednesday a walk to school day.  If you are 
able to leave your car behind and walk your children to school on a 
Wednesday think of the benefits. It will increase daily exercise for 
you and your children and will reduce congestion around school.

This will be launched in October with the children but feel free to 
start straight away.
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100% Termly Attendance Reward.
To celebrate and reward the children that maintain 
100% attendance we will be holding a prize draw for the 
children that achieve 100% attendance throughout the 
Autumn term.

The lucky winner will receive a mini ipad. There will be 
other prizes too. There will also be a similar draw for 
Spring 100% attendees and Summer 100% attendees.

Remember, unless your child is too unwell to attend 
bring them in.  Should we be concerned then we will 
contact you during the school day.
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  Sports Day              
Results

Nursery/Reception

Winners: Dragons
2nd Place : Lions
3rd Place: Sharks
4th Place: Eagles

Years 1 & 2

Winners: Lions
2nd Place : Sharks
3rd Place: Dragons

4th Place:Eagles

Years 3 & 4

Winners: Sharks
2nd Place : Eagles
3rd Place: Lions

4th Place:Dragons

Years 5 & 6

Winners: Eagles
2nd Place : Lions

3rd Place: Dragons
4th Place:Sharks

We would like to thank 
everyone who came to 
support and cheer on our 
children.
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Lichfield Cathedral
Singing Event 

On Thursday 21st June, 
a group of children 
represented Old Park 
Primary at the Lichfield 
singing festival.
After rehearsing and working hard several 
weeks leading up to the big concert, the 
children performed along with several other 
Wednesbury schools inside the breathtaking 
beautiful setting of Lichfield Cathedral.  The 
performance was outstanding, with the 
audience clapping their hands, tapping their 
feet and singing along.  The atmosphere 
was amazing!  Both children and staff are 

very much looking 
forward to next 
years concert!
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We would like to say a big thank you to everyone who donated 
prizes, helped out and came to our Summer Fair.

We raised a whopping £1,689.11
We would like to say an extra special thank you to the following businesses who 
donated prizes

Raj Curry

Turners Toy Boxes17

Time for Lunch

Neighbourhood Hairdressers
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Works completed during the Summer 
Holidays

We have had the following work carried out:-

● Resurfacing the playground (The Quad)
● Car parking spaces by the boiler house
● New signage
● Classroom re-decoration
● Classroom furniture
● Classroom carpets
● LED lighting in classrooms/corridors
● Suspended ceiling in dining room and corridors

These continued works ensure that the site remains safe 
and is positive environment for your children to learn in.

Our premises team have worked hard to make sure the 
school was clean and tidy for the start of term.
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Reminders
Punctuality

It is essential that registers are accurate for safety reasons.  Therefore, our school gates close at 
8.55am. If children are brought to school after this then children will need to be signed in at the school 
office by an adult and a late slip will need to be passed to their teacher.  This ensures that teaching staff 
are aware that they have signed in. If you are late to collect your child then they will be taken to wait by 
staff at the main office. If you collect your children late you must come into the office to sign them out.  
We understand that on rare occasions you may be running late. If this is the case then please 
contact the school office to inform us prior to collection. Should you persistently arrive later than 3.40pm 
then your child will be sent to The Patch After School Club, which is a chargeable service.

To prevent unnecessary contact within the school day can you please ensure that you 
read and adhere to the expectations below. Thank you for your support.

PE

Your child’s PE day will be on Friday. It is important that your child has their PE kit with them all week as 
there will be occasions where the children have additional PE sessions or timetables may change.  
Children should wear a plain 
(or Old Park logo) red or white t-shirt, black shorts and PE pumps, these should be brought into school 
in a PE bag (drawstring is recommended). If your child or gets their kit the teacher will ask the office to 
send you a reminder and 
your child will have to use the school’s spare kit.  No jewellery is to be worn for PE. Earrings must be 
removed by parents before the start of the school day.

Uniform

(please label items of clothing with your child’s name)
 
Please be reminded that school uniform should be worn by all pupils.  There is no requirement for 
parents to purchase uniform with a school logo, however if you wish to these can be purchased from 
Clemmy’s in Darlaston.  Can we remind all parents that sensible school shoes must be worn, not 
black trainers.  Velcro is recommended.  The only permitted jewellery is a watch and small studded 
earrings.  

Hair 

Please can you ensure that if your child has hair that is longer than shoulder length then it must be tied 
back.  If they come into school without it tied then we will provide your child with a hairband to do so. 
Large bows are also not permitted and will be removed.  Please do not send children into school with 
dyed hair.
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Water Bottles
 
Please can you ensure that your child has a water bottle in school every day.  Children will be 
provided with a school water bottle on their first day from Friends of the School Association.  
Thereafter, you can purchase bottles from the school office for £1.20.

Mid-Morning Break Options

An exciting mid-morning break menu for Years 1 to 6 will replace the previous school offer of toast 
and juice.  This can be ordered using ParentPay and will be provided by our new catering company 
Mellors.  

Balanced and Healthy Lunchboxes
 
Please ensure that your child’s lunch box includes a range of food types and not too many treats.

Pencil Cases and Personal Belongings

Please do not send your child into school with a pencil case.  The school will provide all stationery. 
Please avoid sending your child in with toys and other Personal Belongings in case they get lost or 
damaged. The school cannot be held responsible for those items.

School Catering

As you are aware, we have moved catering companies.  Our catering will be delivered by Mellors on 
a three year contract.  The price of a meal is £2.25 and will increase slightly each year.  Mellors 
Catering Services is committed to delivering an exciting choice of food to pupils with the help of our 
nutrition and food development team.  They pride themselves on using fresh, locally supplied 
produce.

As part of this change, the payment system is through ParentPay.  This will allow you to book and 
pay online for lunchtime and mid-morning snacks for your child.  ParentPay will allow you to book 
your child’s lunch and pay for mid-morning snacks 24/7.  Payments can be made by credit/debit 
cards or cash payments at one of the Paypoint stores.

Thank you for your support and patience during the mobilisation of this new contract.  We understand 
the delay in menus caused some frustration.

We can feedback that the children have really enjoyed their meals this week. 

In the near future you will be unable to pre-order desserts.  Your child will be able to choose their 
dessert when they are in the dining hall.  Apologies for any inconvenience.
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Payments for services from Old Park Primary, process for 
managing debts and withdrawing access to our services

The governing body at Old Park Primary and The Patch day nursery has a 
duty to ensure it receives all payments for the services we provide to you in 
line with our payment terms and conditions.

If payments are not paid in full by the time school has requested it to be 
made by, sadly, the school budget has to pay these costs.  This money 
should be being spent on your child’s education and I am sure parents will 
agree this is unacceptable and not affordable for the school.

The governing body consider all factors when deciding upon the cost and 
payment terms.  Payments are requested in advance for the following 
service/visit:-

● Breakfast club
● Mid morning snack
● School dinners
● Milk
● School visits
● Foundation snack
● School fund

We regularly have to send reminders which takes time and we would 
appreciate not having to chase these payments.  The governing body 
reserve the right to withdraw any service immediately that remains unpaid.  
This action also supports parents in not accruing an unmanageable debt.

We hope that reminding parents of our terms and conditions it will help you to 
manage your payments and allow us to spend the school budget on every 
child’s learning.

Thank you for your continued support.
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Class June/July Star Pupil Reason

Nursery AM Musa For trying very hard with his numbers 
and letters

Nursery PM Aaliyah For being super confident and and 
making rapid progress in the last few 
months!

RCB Ava For a fantastic improvement in her 
writing and literacy work

RMB Ruby F For effort with her literacy work and for 
being kind and helpful 

1R Maddison For always having a sensible attitude 
and never giving less than her best

1JB Amelia H For trying really hard with her writing 
and producing a really good story

2W Olivia S For having an outstanding attitude to 
school life, well done

2T Jai Jai For trying extra hard across all areas 
of the curriculum

3W Savannah For having a fantastic attitude and 
manners

3S Aden For excellent effort with home reading

3E Adam A For working really hard on his pirate 
story ideas

4C Kacy For always trying her hardest and 
bringing a smile to the classroom

4S Iman For always being helpful, positive and 
strives to do well in all her work.She is 
an excellent friend to all in 4S

5W Jack R For making excellent progress in 
reading and writing

5H Rayhaan For always trying hard and producing 
fantastic work
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Spotlight on . . .
 

Full Name: Helen Fry
Year Group/ Job title: Year 6/Assistant Head
Favourite subject: English
My favourite teacher at school: Mrs Hodges
Proud Moments: Representing the West Midlands 
at Lifesaving as a teenager
Pets: None
Hobbies: Keeping fit, reading and holidays!
Favourite Film: Cool Runnings

Favourite TV Programme: Coronation Street

Favourite Book: The Hunger Games

Full Name: Christine Billings  
Year Group/ Job title: Year 1 Teacher  

Favourite subject: English/Reading 
My favourite teacher at school: Mrs Burnes my 

reception teacher, she was lovely and I still see her 
now   

Proud Moments: Getting my teaching degree, 
becoming a mom to my two beautiful daughters  

Pets: A black and white cat called Jess  
Hobbies: Sewing, reading, crafts, I love making 

things! 
Favourite Film: White Christmas  

Favourite TV Programme: Any detective dramas  

Favourite Book: The Dark is Rising by Susan Cooper  
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House Attendance - June 2018

The winners for June 2018 are: Lions 

House points will also be awarded to the House with the best 
attendance
 

Dragons 95.8%

Eagles 96.0%

Lions 96.1%

Sharks 95.7%
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Admission arrangements for 
September 2019

Secondary (Year 7)

The application window for parents applying for Secondary 
places in September 2019 opened on Friday 20th July 
2018.  Parents of children that have now moved into Year 6 
are able to apply online for their secondary Year 7 place.  
The national closing date for secondary applications will be 
Wednesday 31st October 2018.

Reception 

The application window for parents applying for reception 
places in September 2019 will open on Monday 17th 
September 2018.  The closing date will be Tuesday 15th 
January 2019.  There will be a meeting for current nursery 
parents to support them in applying.  This meeting will be at 
9.15 on Tuesday 18th in the school hall.
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THE PATCH NEWS
The Patch 10th Anniversary

On Tuesday 3rd July we celebrated the 10th anniversary since the nursery 
opened its doors.  We had some special visits from some animals and a 
magician came to perform a magic show.  All the children had great fun.

Early Learning for Two Year Olds

Do you think you are eligible for free childcare and education for your 2 
year old?  Why not come and find out.  Emma and Kam are able to carry 
out a quick eligibility check, all we require is the following:

● Child’s Name
● Address
● Date of Birth
● Parents name and a national insurance number (both parents or only 

one parent)
We will be running drop in checks every Monday from 9.00am - 10.00am 
throughout the Summer holidays.

Out of School Club

We still have a few places left for Oak tree Owls out of school club 
for September 2018.  The club provides a service from 3.25pm - 
5.30pm, children are collected from their classes at the end of 
school, they enjoy a small snack and are provided with a variety of 
activities. For more information in regards to availability, fees or 
signing up to our provision.  Please email 
Chelsea@thepatchnursery.com or call us on 0121 526 2669.

mailto:Chelsea@thepatchnursery.com

