
Dream, Believe, Inspire, Achieve

Old Park Primary School Newsletter September  2022

Welcome back and welcome to our new children and their families.

We are now well into the first half term and we are all very proud of the way the 
children have got back into the swing of things.

We continue to praise the children in class and in assemblies for demonstrating our 
school values and this was a focus of our recent assembly.  I am always impressed at 
how well our children know, understand and live our values.  See if your child can 
explain what they mean and tell you why they are important in school, at home and in 
life beyond Old Park. This will be particularly helpful for our younger children who 
struggle more to recall them.

Optimism
Love of Learning
Diversity
Perseverance
Ambition
Responsibility
Kindness.

Attendance - Your children are amazing and we want to see them everyday

Thank you, we have a huge number of children still at 100% attendance and we hope 
that this continues across the year.  We want to maximise the time that children are in 
school to ensure they develop in confidence, progress in learning and are able to 
maintain strong friendships.  We will continue to celebrate good attendance 
throughout the year.

Our Y3 children and adults at the Easter hunt. Thanks to everyone who attended.

Help Needed:
We are extremely lucky to have a few amazing volunteers but we need 
more help.  We are looking for volunteers who may have time to give.  As a 
school we want to continue providing the enjoyable extras for our children 
to ensure they get the best from their time at Primary and thrive. 
Unfortunately, with increasing pressures upon the school budget it is 
becoming very difficult to ensure this.  If you would like to volunteer in 
school and can give us regular time to help with a range of things or just 
want more information then please contact the school office.  Any 
volunteers will need to undergo a DBS check.  Email us @ 
school.office@oldparkprimary.com  Thank you.

mailto:school.office@oldparkprimary.com
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IMPORTANT PLEA

Parking and Driving at drop off and collection

Parents we ask they you act responsibly at these busy and dangerous 
times of the day.  Thankfully, we have not had any pupils injured 
during the school run. However, this does not mean that it will not 

happen.  There have been incidents that are unacceptable and 
undesirable at a school.

There has been a serious adult injury recently, parents parking on 
pavements, parents driving up pavements while pedestrians are 

walking on them. Parents going to fast in very busy areas. Damage to 
vehicles and heated verbal disputes between drivers and pedestrians 

with no regard for the children in the vicinity.

All of the above is unacceptable.   As a school we instill in the children 
our values of responsibility and kindness.  Therefore, we ask that you 

drive and park responsibly, both within the rules of law but also 
mindful on the environment. Be responsible and be kind.

Thank you.

Well done to Nieve, 
Tiana, Hannah, 
Haneefa, Jessica, 
Yousaf Shreeya, 
Matthew, Aanika, 
Zoya & Zoyah and 
some of last year’s 
Y6 pupils for 
contributing to the 
design of these 
excellent road safety 
banners that will be 
on display on the 
fences near school 
from next week.
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Calendar Days

Wednesday 5th October – Exploration day Years 4, 5 & 6 (in school)
Thursday 6th October - Exploration day Years 1, 2 & 3(in school)
Wednesday 12th October – School Photographs 

Monday 17th October – Parent consultation Nursery (Mrs Johnson & Mrs 
Kaur) & Rec
Tuesday 18th October – Parent consultation Year 1 & 2
Wednesday 19th October – Parent consultation Year 3 & 4
Wednesday 19th October - Nursery (Mrs Martin)
Thursday 20th October – Parent consultation Year 5 & 6
This is now available to book on Arbor.

Thursday 20th October - House Attendance Winner - Non-Uniform Day 
(for the winning house only).
Friday 21st October -  50p non-uniform - Show Racism the Red card - 
School closes
Friday 21st October – School closes for Half Term
Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October – Half Term
Monday 31st October  - Training Day 
Tuesday 1st November – School re-opens

Live Annual Calendar

Please find attached the link to access the live annual calendar for 22/23, 
this link is also available on the school website. This is a live document so 
please check it regularly.  Within this document you will find the term dates for 
this year.  

Link: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IxaPPPmojUjel07jGEBw4M67DMXXGzC
A1eWyN0CGZB8/edit#

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IxaPPPmojUjel07jGEBw4M67DMXXGzCA1eWyN0CGZB8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IxaPPPmojUjel07jGEBw4M67DMXXGzCA1eWyN0CGZB8/edit
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Admission Arrangements – September 2023

Secondary school – year 7 pupils
The application window for parents of current year 6 pupils to apply online for 
a secondary place opened on 18th July 2022. Please note, the national closing 
date is 31st October 2022.        

                              
Reception Class
The application for parents of current nursery children (D.O.B: 
1/9/2019-31/8/2020) to apply online for a reception place opened on 12th 
September 2022. Please note,  the closing date is  15th January 2023.  

Can you please inform the school office when you have completed your online 
application either by ringing or emailing school.office.
Please check you have received an online receipt as confirmation you have 
submitted your application correctly. It is important to keep this receipt safe.

National School Funding - For your information

As you may be aware, lack of school funding is causing difficulties in schools across 
the country, it is impacting the provision that that schools are able to deliver.  This is 
impacting and will continue to impact on staffing and resources in schools nationally 
unless there is change.

Below are links to various website that share the challenges facing schools.  If you 
google school funding you will find many more articles that share information about 
the situation. 
 
https://www.naht.org.uk/Our-Priorities/Funding

https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/aug/02/schools-in-england-face-fu
nding-crisis-as-costs-soar-study-warns

https://schoolcuts.org.uk/story/funding-crisis-explained/

If you feel strongly about these issues you can contact your local MP.

https://www.naht.org.uk/Our-Priorities/Funding
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/aug/02/schools-in-england-face-funding-crisis-as-costs-soar-study-warns
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2022/aug/02/schools-in-england-face-funding-crisis-as-costs-soar-study-warns
https://schoolcuts.org.uk/story/funding-crisis-explained/
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Sound the Trumpets!

We are very excited to share that every child in Y3 this year 
will receive weekly whole class trumpet tuition as part of their 
music curriculum lessons.

This children enjoyed their first lesson last week and these 
sessions will continue throughout the Autumn and Spring 
term.

Mrs Weston is an accomplished brass musician herself and is 
looking out for some talented young musicians from the year 
group that may want to continue their learning beyond these 
starter sessions.

We hope to share their new skills in a celebration 
performance for Y3 parents towards the end of their sessions 
in the Spring term.
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Arbor
The school has moved to a new management information system called Arbor
We will be using Arbor for all School Communication, School visits, Parent 
Consultations, and some Payments from September.
You will also have access to your child’s pastoral information via the portal.
We have created a Parent Portal account for you. To finish creating your Parent Portal 
account you need to set a password. Your username is the email address we’ve sent 
this email to.

Please go to https://login.arbor.sc and click Forgot your password? to finish setting 
up your account. 

How to access the Portal/Application
The Parent Portal is accessible to Parents on a laptop or computer.
The Arbor App is the mobile version of our Parent Portal for use on mobile devices 
such as smartphones and tablets. 
The Arbor App can be downloaded from either the Playstore on android phones or 
the Apple Store on iPhones (please see the attached leaflet).

As this will be our only way of communicating with you, all parents will need to log 
onto the Parent Portal and download the app to their smart devices..

If you have any queries, please contact school.office@oldparkprimary.com.  The 
Arbor app also has the facility to message the school and you can use this method 
once you have set up your Arbor login.

Breakfast Care Provision

The School provides a breakfast provision. If you are interested in applying for annual 
membership please contact: breakfast@oldparkprimary.com 
Please be aware that there may be a waiting list. If your child is poorly and unable to 
attend Breakfast club please email the above email address.

Regular annual membership is from 7.45am/day
Early bird annual membership is from 7.30am/day

Parents are reminded that if children are absent either for sickness or holiday, 
payment for days missed will still need to be paid.

Payments are made through a Standing Order payable on 28th of each month for 11 
months (not July 28th).

Please read our policy and terms and conditions before applying for annual 
membership. The policy can be found on the school website.

https://login.arbor.sc/
mailto:breakfast@oldparkprimary.com
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School Places

We have a number of places available in school, if your child has a sibling or you have 
relatives interested in attending our school please email: 

school.office@oldparkprimary.com 

The school office staff are available from 8.15am-4.30pm (Monday-Thursday) and 
8.15am-4.00pm (Fridays). 0121 526 2669.

Any queries please call or email school.office@oldparkprimary.com or call 0121 526 
2669. You can also message via Arbor.

If you telephone the school before 8.15am and after 4.30pm, you will hear the 
following message and options:-

Please leave a message or call back during our open hours or alternatively email 
school.office@oldparkprimary.com

Press 1 for the Patch Day Nursery and After School Club

Press 2 to report your child’s absence (voicemail)

Press 3 to leave a message after the beep (voicemail)

Out of School Club
As you may know The Patch Day Nursery runs an out of school provision on site and 
currently has some availability. 
The out of school club staff collect the children from the classes at home time and 
children can stay until 5pm or 5:30pm depending on the package you chose.
Payments are made on a place basis not on attendance and fees are paid on a 
monthly basis on the 1st of each month.
If you would like any further information about the club or would like to book a place 
please email outofschoolclub@thepatchnursery.com. Please contact the out of 
school using this email and not contact the school office.

Parent Consultation 
Parents Consultations for October are now available to book on

Arbor, please let us know if you have any problems booking an appointment.

mailto:school.office@oldparkprimary.com
mailto:school.office@oldparkprimary.com
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Spotlight on . . .
 

Full Name: Mrs Pearce
Year Group/ Job title: Deputy Head / Inclusion 
Manager
Favourite subject: P.H.S.E
My favourite teacher at school: Mr Dipple
Proud Moments: The birth of my children and meeting 
Jason Donovan
Pets:  A Cat called Ash
Hobbies: Dance, dance, dance
Favourite Film: The Notebook
Favourite Music: Jason Donovan
Favourite TV Programme: Stranger Things
Favourite Book: Handmaid's Tale

Full Name: Mrs Shellis
Year Group/ Job title: Office Manager
Favourite subject: English
My favourite teacher at school: Mrs Silk
Proud Moments: Having my 2 daughters
Pets: A puppy called AVie and lots of fish
Hobbies: Walking my dog, Reading and listening to Music
Favourite Film: Pretty Woman
Favourite Music: Dance
Favourite TV Programme: Magnum PI
Favourite Book: P S I love you


