Old Park Primary School Newsletter

November / December 2021

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Can I share my thanks to everyone on behalf of staff and governors at Old Park. Autumn
term has been yet another difficult time as we attempt to navigate our way through this
pandemic. On the whole we have been able to maintain as much consistency as possible
for the children. We have tried to ensure that pupil wellbeing and learning has taken
priority, it has also been great to begin to safely re introduce trips and events. However,
as you know from the current national picture and the number of cases within our
community, we continue to be unable to run as normal. Thank you for your patience and
support during this time. We wish you all a wonderful family Christmas and a very Happy
New Year.
2021 - 2022 Training Days (School closed)
Friday 17th December
Tuesday 4th January
Thursday 21st July
Dates to Remember
Friday 10th December - Year 6 Pop-Up Fayre (invite only 1 adult per pupil)
Wednesday 15th December - Christmas Dinner Day (deadline ended to pre-order)
Thursday 16th December - Old Parks Got Talent, Christmas Jumper Day & Cinema
afternoon - Break up for Christmas - No Patch after school club
Wednesday 5th January – School re-opens
Wednesday 5th January - Yr 2 Christmas assembly (previously postponed event, to be
recorded & shared with parents)
Friday 7th January – Yr 6 World War 2 Museum Visit
Tuesday 11th January - Yr 6 SATs parent briefing @ 3.15pm (this event may be virtual
from 3.30pm, confirmation will follow in January
Friday 21st January - Reception Vision Screening

Signing pupils in and out
We have a new signing in and out system where parents need to sign their children
in or out of school ie. for a medical appointment, late into school. Parents will need to
come into the reception area to access this touch screen system.
For Safety reasons please do not send your child in without coming into

reception. Thank you.
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Just a Few of Things that have happened Across the Autumn Term…
The Elf has arrived in Nursery so we have to keep a close eye on her! Nursery
have had great fun on the Forest, they have learned all about Diwali & Eid and
made lovely firework biscuits.
Reception have carved pumpkins, made Diva’s for Diwali and been on an Autumn
walk in the forest school. They have all done so well across the term with eating
their dinners in the dining hall and have really settled into the their Reception
routine.
Y1 have designed and made their own recycling bins, learned mapping skills in
Forest School, a virtual interview with a guest to find out about what it was like
growing up in the 1950’s, they also made beautiful collage poppies.
Y2 have made Tudor houses; they went to our Forest School to watch just how
quickly the Great Fire of London spread. They also taste tested a variety of food,
which led them to design and make a healthy meal.
Y3 have designed, made (and no doubt eaten) their own chocolate bar! They
have been on their trip to Cadbury world and 3T have been swimming each week
across Autumn. They have had great fun in science experimenting with cars and
parachutes to learn all about friction and air resistance.
Y4 have visited the Grand Theatre for an Author workshop with Valerie Bloom.
They have taken part in a project called Brilliant Books, which involved them
promoting reading, developing a reading reward system and redesigning a
reading area.
Y5 have visited Brunswick Park to plant trees and build bird boxes, performed
Shakespeare’s Tempest in the Forest School. They also took part in their virtual
transport and technology careers workshop.
Y6 have designed and made their own tie dye t-shirts and will showcase these in
a fashion show at Old Park’s Got Talent next week. They have also been
entrepreneurs and completed a project resulting in their pop-up fayre this week.
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What’s Been Happening Across the Autumn Term? (continued…)
The Sports ambassadors have helped Mrs Johnson and Mr Bowker run lunchtime
basketball sessions.
The School council have set up the school council shop, which has been a huge
success.
The Arts Ambassadors have helped to create monthly competitions - we have
enjoyed sharing the Christmas songs children (and staff) have created to classic
Christmas tunes.
The Sports Ambassadors have had workshops with Mrs Johnson to practise their
basketball skills and will be sharing these skills during lunchtimes with other
children.
The House captains have helped lead the House assemblies, revealing the
weekly winners
We also complete out TTRS Rock Star day where everyone played times tables
battles and worked hard to increase their status. Key Stage 2 also took part in a
virtual author talk.
We have had an assembly visit from Marg and the ‘Open the Book’ team (St Bart’s
Church).
Monty has loved how the children continue to demonstrate our school values
(Optimism, Love of Learning, Diversity, Perseverance, Ambition, Responsibility &
Kindness) and of course seeing the Christmas rehearsals and performances from
EYFS and KS1.

We will update you on some of our Spring adventures at the end of next term.
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Governor Update
Welcome
Following the parent governor election and ballot, we are pleased to announce the
appointment of Mrs Heidi Beaumont (parent of a pupil in Reception) and Miss Jade
Reberio (parent of a pupil in year 3).
We also welcome Mrs Corrina Burge, Corrina has been the School’s Teacher for the
deaf for 5 years, supporting many of our families. She has been a huge support for both
the families she works with and our the school.
Goodbye
Thank you to Lloyd Murray and Talib Hussain for all of their hard work and support as
Parent Governors. They left their roles when their term of office ended on 12th
November 2021.
Live Annual Calendar
Please find attached the link to access the live annual calendar for 21/22, this link
is also available on the school website. This is a live document so please check it
regularly. Within this document you will find the term dates for next year. Training days
are also available in this document. You will also be notified any specific information for
your child either via email or text message reminders.
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IxaPPPmojUjel07jGEBw4M67DMXXGzCA1eWyN
0CGZB8/edit#
Thank you to everyone who purchased a
poppy and other items. As always your
support is greatly appreciated. Donation
boxes are sealed so we will inform you
how much we raised once we are
notified by the British Legion.
Thank you to Daniel and Anjali for their
help in selling the poppies.
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Reception Places 2022
The deadline to apply for Reception for September 2022 is 15th January 2022. Please
email school.office@oldparkprimary.com to confirm you have applied.
School Office
As you are aware, school office staff are available from 8.15am-4.30pm
(Monday-Thursday) and 8.15am-4.00pm (Fridays).
Any queries please email school.office@oldparkprimary.com or call 0121 526 2669.
You can also message via the schoolgateway.
If you telephone the school before 8.15am and after 4.30pm, you will hear the following
message and options:Please leave a message or call back during our open hours or alternatively email
school.office@oldparkprimary.com
Press 1 for the Patch Day Nursery and After School Club
Press 2 to report your child’s absence (voicemail)
Press 3 to speak to the school office

Natasha’s Law
From 1st October 2021 a law came into effect which requires food businesses to provide a
full ingredient list and allergen labelling on packaged foods. Dolce has revised and
strengthened their procedures for the following:School Visits
Any parent wishing to order a packed lunch for a school visit will need to complete a
packed lunch order questionnaire. This will be sent out to you as part of the school visit
information.
Dolce require the packed lunch order information 5 working days before the visit takes
place to ensure the kitchen can fulfil the pre-orders in line with the new law.
Dolce will label bags to indicate the content choice and write the names on for pupils with
allergies. Dolce will seal the packed lunches before distribution to avoid cross
contamination.
Packed lunches for school visits cannot be provided for Late bookings or parents not
pre-ordering.
Can we remind parents the importance of keeping allergy information for your child
on SchoolGrid up to date.
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Snowline
In the event of severe weather and a school closure we will use the following methods to
inform you:
School text messaging service – If you are signed up to our schoolcomms you will
receive a text message informing you of the school closure. (Please make sure your
contact details are up to date).

School Gateway App—this can be downloaded onto your mobile
phone (search for “school gateway app”), then follow the on
screen instructions.
Facebook—www.facebook.com/oldparkprimary
Radio Stations—Free Radio, Smooth Radio, Capital, Radio WM and Heart
FM.

Please do not ring the school as staff will require to use the telephones to inform the
methods above.

Breakfast Club
We have a few places remaining. If you are
interested, please contact the school office
for registration forms.

Board Games donations
Mr Ruston one of our Reception teachers has
asked that if you have any board games, card
games you no longer need, could you please
donate them to school. Thank you

School Lunches
Can we ask that if your child is unwell and not attending school, that you cancel your child’s
lunch. This is to prevent you getting charged for a lunch your child has not eaten.
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Attendance Update
Good attendance at school is vital to success. The national
average for attendance is 96%. This is equivalent to a child
missing 7 days of schooling across the year. Whilst we
appreciate that sometimes absence is unavoidable, particularly
when related to Covid, for each day that child is absent they will
miss 5 lessons where important learning and catch-up work is
taking place. 95% attendance is equivalent to missing 50
lessons, 90% is equivalent to missing 95 lessons and 80%
means that a child will have missed out on 190 lessons over the
school year.
Department for Education studies have shown that children who
have full attendance are 1.3 times more likely to reach the
expected level than those with 90% attendance and 2.3 times
more likely to reach the expected level than those with 80%
attendance.
Currently, overall school attendance is at 94.5% meaning that
too many children are missing out on vital opportunities and
learning at school. Please help us to support your child by
making sure that they are at school everyday, keeping them at
home only when it is strictly necessary.
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Class

October Star
Pupil

Nursery AM

Jack

Always trying his best, showing improved effort and
concentration and being a great role model to others.

Nursery PM

Barakah

Trying hard and for always coming into school with a
beautiful smile.

Nursery 30

Alice

Showing an amazing attitude towards school and
learning and having amazing knowledge about the
world around her.

RB

Ernie

Coming to school with a smile every morning.

RR

Ruby

Showing super progress with her words and numbers
and settling into class really well.

1B

Rajan

Always trying his best and aiming high.

1E

Noorjahan

Always coming to school with a smile.

2H

Jared

2W

Oreofe

3C

Charlie

Positive attitude to learning.

3T

Henry

Showing an improved attitude to all of his work.

4F

Kayden

4S

David

5C

Isla

5P

Kaitlyn

6M

Savannah

6S

Alex

Reason

Working incredibly hard in all of his lessons and
demonstrating a real love of learning.
Having a wonderful, hard working attitude and
always trying his hardest in all lessons. Well done!

Superb attitude towards his learning.

Sharing inspirational ideas during class discussions.
Settling down in Year 5 and really focusing and
performing well in school.
Trying hard in all lessons and persevering.
Having a positive attitude and outstanding work.
Demonstrating responsibility by ensuring that all of
the resources are handed out each morning.
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Class

November
Star Pupil

Reason

Nursery AM

Dougie L

Showing increased confidence and effort in all aspects
of Nursery

Nursery PM

Barakah

showing increased effort and concentration and trying
hard all of the time

Nursery 30

Kiran

Showing super knowledge and understanding in a
variety of different contexts

RB

Heidy

Improved confidence in all areas.

RR

Kyle

Exemplary manners and responsibility.

1B

Alyaanah

Showing kindness towards her peers.

1E

Sienna

2H

Yasin

2W

Oliver C

3C

Reeva-Lei

3T

Marley

Being extremely kind and sharing.

4F

Aaron

Excellent Maths work this month.

4S

Simran

Demonstrating positive learning behaviours in school.
Setting a great example for others to follow.

5C

Logan

Always showing Love of learning and trying his best at
everything.

5P

Autumn

Always trying hard even when things get challenging.

6M

Lily

6S

Anureet

Sharing lots of great ideas in Maths
Showing a real love of learning and always working
hard in class.
Having a consistently positive attitude towards his
learning. Well done.
For her love of learning - especially in Maths.

For her outstanding work and attitude.
Being a diligent member of the class who is a
role-model for others

Dream, Believe, Inspire, Achieve

House Attendance - October 2021
The winners for October 2021 are: Sharks
House points will also be awarded to the House with the
best attendance

Dragons

93.2%

Eagles

92.9%

Lions

92.8%

Sharks

95.6%
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House Attendance - November 2021
The winners for November 2021 are: Dragons
House points will also be awarded to the House with the
best attendance

96.7%
Dragons

95.7%
Eagles

95%
Lions

Sharks
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93.6%

Spotlight on . . .
Full Name: Chantelle Housam
Year Group/ Job title: Learning support Assistant
Favourite subject: Literacy
My favourite teacher at school: Mr Star
Proud Moments: Being on stage
Pets: A dog called Fudge
Hobbies: Going to Wolverhampton Speedway
Favourite Film: A Cinderella Story (or any Disney ﬁlm)
Favourite Music: Any music I can sing to in the shower
Favourite TV Programme: Friends
Favourite Book: Oh the Places you’ll go (Dr Seuss)

Full Name: Nicola Wright
Year Group/ Job title: Learning support Assistant
Favourite subject: P. S. H. E
My favourite teacher at school: Mrs Pratt
Proud Moments: Becoming a mom to my 2
gorgeous boys. Learning to Water ski.
Pets: Gecko
Hobbies: Gardening
Favourite Film: Mama Mia
Favourite Music: R & B
Favourite TV Programme: Beat the Chasers
Favourite Book: It’s the Bear – Jez Alborough
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